
THERMOSET TYPE 
 Plastic material 

solidified/set that cannot 
be soften again. 

 
Examples include Amino 
Resin (Urea, Melanime), 
Casein, Phenolic Resin 

(Bakelite, 
Catalin), Polyester.

amino resin 
1929 - Present 

Synthetic Polymers:  1918 - Present

phenolic Resin 
1918 - 1950s

polyester 1942 - 
Present

THERMOPLASTIC TYPE 
Heat and/or pressure 
applied to a solidified 

piece will soften it again. 
 

Examples include abs, 
Acrylic Resin, Cellulose 

Acetate, hdpe, Nylon, 
Polymer Clay, Polystyrene

abs 1980s - 
Present

acrylic resin 1940s 
- Present

cellulose acetate 
1927 - Present

nylon Late 1940s - 
Present

polymer clay 
1990s - Present

polystyrene 1930s 
- Present

acrylic resin 1940s 
- Present

cellulose acetate 
1927 - Present

polystyrene 1930s 
- Present

nylon Late 1940s - 
Present

polymer clay 
1990s - Present

phenolic Resin 
1918 - 1950s

amino resin 
1929 - Present 

Casein 1920s - 
Present

polyester 1942 - 
Present

phenolic Resin 
1918 - 1950s

Casein 1920s - 
Present

HDPE

amino resin 
1929 - Present 

Casein 1920s - 
Present

HDPE

abs 1980s - 
Present
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